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CHRIST THE PATTERN 
 

Paul wrote so that believers would know how they ought to 
conduct themselves in the house of God, which is the church of the 
living God [I Tim.3:15]. 

Throughout the Scriptures, there has always been a pattern 
for the house of God.  The Tabernacle had to be built according to 
the pattern shown on the mount [Heb.8:5].  Solomon’s Temple had 
a divinely revealed plan [I Chron.28:12, 19].   

The re-built Temple in the days of Ezra was built according 
to the absolute standard of the plumb line that measured all from 
above [Zech.4:9,10].  And Ezekiel’s Temple of the future has a 
carefully revealed and measured pattern [Ezek.40:4;  43:10-12]. 

There exits a Pattern for the church as well, which has Christ 
Himself as the standard [I Cor.3:9-17;  4:17;  7:17;  11:16;  14:3, 37, 
38;  2 Thess.2:15;  I Tim.3:15;  2 Tim.1:13,14]. 

In the NT church, everything revolves around and is 
measured by Jesus Christ the Lord.  He truly has first place in 
everything [Col.1:18]. 

All life [Col.3:4], direction [I Cor.2:16], enabling [I 
Cor.1:24], and gift [Eph.4:7,8] come directly from the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the HEAD of the Body, His church.   

As HIGH PRIEST, He is the one Mediator between God 
and man [I Tim.2:5] that all believers as Priests have equal access to. 
  

Christ alone is qualified to command and rule His Servants 
as their KING and LORD.  You were bought with a price; do not 
become slaves of men [I Cor.7:23]. 

No traditions of men, rules, codes, ceremonies, or formulas 
can save or improve our condition.  Christ is the TRUE VINE and 
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source of all fruitfulness for every believer abiding in Him [Jn.15:5]. 
The church of the Lord Jesus Christ is built upon nothing 

more, nothing less, and nothing else than Himself as its 
FOUNDATION [I Cor.3:11].  With Himself as the 
CORNERSTONE, the perfect reference point for the church, the 
whole Building is growing into a holy Temple in the Lord 
[Eph.2:20, 21].  The church is not a literal building made of cement 
and wood, and does not depend upon any man, ministry, or 
denomination for its existence, guidance, or progress. 

Sheep in His flock listen to and follow the voice of their one 
SHEPHERD, Christ Jesus.  All other voices and messages are those 
of thieves and robbers and will be fled from by Christ’s sheep 
[Jn.10:4,5]. 

Purity from the defilement of the world is evident in His 
Bride whose devotion and affection is reserved for Christ alone, the 
BRIDEGROOM of His church.   
 
 

IN  THE  NT  CHURCH 
 
No man governs and rules.  It is the right of the Lord Jesus 

to have such place among His people. 
Christ Jesus dwells in the midst as the focus of every 

obedient, worshipful, and loving heart [Rev.2:1].   
Our Lord leads, commands, directs, and draws out a 

response of love from those belonging to Him [Rev.19:7, 8]. 
He is truly honored as Lord as there are no competing 

“lords” among His people [2 Cor.1:24;   I Pet.5:1-3]. 
Leaders are among the flock, not over them. 
Overseers watch over as servants, but do not lord over as 
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rulers. 
All is done decently and in order [I Cor.14:40] because He 

is not a God of confusion but of peace [I Cor.14:33].  Yet no 
pre-arranged program is needed to direct the worship of the church. 
The Spirit of God, whose work it is to glorify Christ [Jn.16:13,14], 
will lead the people of God [Rom.8:14] to worship the Father in 
Spirit and truth [Jn.4:23]. 

Unity exists, not by outward conformity and association, but 
because the Spirit of God joins all to glorify Jesus as Lord [Eph.4:3,4] 
in a common life of godliness [Jn.17:21-23]. 

Each one contributes for the edification of all [I Cor.14:26] 
and all judge what is spoken by any [I Cor.14:29]. 

Everyone submits to each other in the fear of Christ, 
whether believer or leader, young or old alike [Eph.5:21]. 

The Breaking of Bread [Lord’s Supper/Communion 
meeting] is the commanded meeting of the church.  Do this in 
remembrance of Me [Lk.22:19].  Other gatherings are secondary or 
even optional. 

Disobedient brethren are lovingly restored back into the way 
or regretfully removed from the fellowship by the church, not by its 
leaders alone [Gal.6:1,2;   Mt.18:15-18;   I Cor.5:1-13]. 
 

LEADERS WHO BECAME LORDS 
 
Jesus Christ the Lord, who has the central place among the 

lampstands [Rev.2:1], hates the deeds of the Nicolaitans [Rev.2:6].  
He hates it because they attempt to take over His rightful place as 
Lord. 

Nicolaitan is a compound word in Greek.  It comes from 
joining the words NIKAO [νικαω] TO OVERCOME and LAOS 
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[λαοσ] THE PEOPLE.  
Jesus hates the deeds of those who “Overcome the People.”  

Great men ruling the common people [Laity in English comes from 
this word] and exercising authority over them is what the rulers of the 
Gentiles do. 

It is what the rulers of the churches do.  And it is hated by 
Christ. 

There is a man in the NT who ruled in the church.  He was 
a wicked man.  He did not accept the Word of God.  He oppressed 
the brethren who wished to follow the Scriptures.  Those who loved 
the brethren were forbidden by him to do so.  And those who would 
not obey his rule were thrown out of the church [3 Jn.9,10]. 

The root cause of his evil exercise of authority was that he 
loved to be first among them [3 Jn.9].  He is chief of all church rulers 
who follow in his steps, loving positions of power and authority . 

The Scriptures state that Christ is to have first place in 
everything [Col.1:18].  But Diotrephes loved to have that first place. 
Yet two cannot possibly both have the honor of being first.  One 
must of necessity occupy second rank. 

There cannot be two heads in one body.  Two kings have 
never sat together on one throne.   If Diotrephes and the church 
rulers walking his crooked path would have first place, Christ must 
be pushed aside to make room for them. 

This is the heart of the matter. 
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APPENDIX   2  RESURRECTION 

 
HISTORICAL FACTS AND EVIDENCE FOR 

 
The spiritual meaning of the resurrection of Christ has been 

considered in Chapter 2 The Life was Manifested as it relates to Him 
being our Pattern.  This Appendix will focus upon the historical facts 
of the resurrection that demonstrate the great foundation of our 
faith and acceptance with God.  If Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is worthless; you are still in your sins [I Cor.15:17]. 

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus demonstrates that His 
claims about Himself and the salvation He accomplished are true.  
He was declared to be the Son of God with power according to the 
Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead [Rom.1:4]. If 
He were a deceiver or His sacrifice rejected by the Father, He would 
not have been raised up in glory.   

As it is, His revelation about Himself has been vindicated.  
He is Lord [Mt.22:42-45] and equal with the Father [Jn.10:30].  He is 
both the source of life [Jn.5:21] and the final Judge of all men 
[Jn.5:22, 27-29].  Christ Jesus is the absolute Truth [Jn.14:6] and 
possesses all authority in heaven and earth [Mt.28:18]. 

The facts of His death, burial, and resurrection are these.  
Jesus was crucified, and actually died,  for the sins of the whole world 
[Jn.19:18, 30-37].  His death was not imaginary as some have claimed. 

He had been beaten with fists [Mt.26:67] and whipped on 
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His back until raw [Mt.27:26].  After being beaten on the head 
[Mt.27:30], He had His hands and feet nailed to a cross [Jn.19:18; 
20:25].  Finally, His side was pierced with a spear [Jn.19:34]. 

Because He was obviously dead [Jn.19:31-35], His body was 
taken down from the cross.  Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea 
wrapped Jesus’ body in linen along with about one hundred pounds 
[50 kg] of spices according to Jewish burial custom [Jn.19:38-40]. 

They laid Him in a tomb cut out of the rock [Lk.23:53] and 
a large stone was rolled against the entrance [Mt.27:60].  Pilate placed 
a guard of Roman soldiers at the tomb to prevent theft of the body 
[Mt.27:62-66]. 

Early on the morning of the third day, His followers found 
the tomb empty [Lk.24:1-3].  An angel informed them that Jesus was 
risen from the dead, just as He said [Mt.28:5,6].   

After His bodily resurrection from the dead, Jesus appeared 
to many witnesses, proving that He was alive.  He was seen by Mary 
Magdalene [Jn.19:16-18], the two Marys [Mt.28:1,9], and two men on 
the road to Emmaus [Lk.24:13-35]. 

He appeared to Peter [Lk.24:34], ten disciples [Jn.20:19,20] 
and others [Lk.24:33-36].  He showed Himself alive to Thomas, a 
doubter [Jn.20:26-29], seven of His followers at the Sea of Galilee 
[Jn.21:1-3], and to over five hundred brethren at once who were still 
alive as witnesses some twenty-two years afterwards [I Cor.15:6].  

Men have invented many foolish explanations to deny that 
Jesus actually rose from the dead according to the Scriptures.  Some 
of these explanations were purposeful lies.  The Jewish leaders bribed 
the Roman soldiers to spread the lie that the Apostles stole the body 
[Mt.28:12-15]. 

The foolishness of this lie is obvious to all.  How could 
disciples proclaim the resurrection of Christ that they knew was a lie, 
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since they themselves teach that liars will not inherit the kingdom of 
God?  Secondly, why would they choose to die horrible deaths for a 
lie that they themselves invented [I Cor.15:12-19, 30-32]? 

More foolish yet is the idea that the disciples came to the 
wrong tomb and, in their joy at finding it empty, began to preach a 
false message of Jesus’ resurrection.  If that were so, why then did the 
Jewish and Roman authorities not simply show His dead body at the 
correct tomb and put an end to the “deception” of  Christianity?  
They could not because He was not there. 

Some unbelievers [even in the “church”] say that Jesus never 
was an actual man who lived upon earth.  They claim that His whole 
life story is a religious myth that never really happened. 

This is nonsense.  If that were true, how could Peter on the 
day of Pentecost accuse the Jews of crucifying Jesus, their Messiah, a 
Man who never even existed [Acts 2:22-24]?  Even more amazing, is 
that some three thousand of these enemies of Christ repented and 
asked forgiveness from a Christ whom they knew never lived and did 
not exist! [Acts 2:36-41].  

There is one further wicked denial of the truth of our Lord’s 
resurrection.  It is stated that, though something may have happened, 
no one really knows for sure what that was. 

The people to whom the Apostles spoke knew.  They were 
some of the very ones who had eaten of the multiplied loaves, who 
had been healed [Mk.3:7-10], and who had heard Him teach daily in 
the synagogues and the Temple [Jn.18:20,21].   

They certainly knew what had happened.  And if the 
Apostles had misrepresented the facts, they would have immediately 
been contradicted by thousands.  No one would have listened to 
them again.  

However, these multitudes knew by firsthand experience the 
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truth of the message and were not fooled.  Neither were they fools.  
They believed the obvious.  There is no other explanation for Jesus’ 
empty tomb except that He is risen and He is Lord!  

The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God” [Ps.14:1]. 
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APPENDIX   3  ISLAM AND 
CHRISTIANITY 

 
[References to the Quran are indicated with an “S.” followed by the 
numbers.  “S.” is an abbreviation for Surat, similar to our chapter] 

 
 

HISTORY OF ISLAM 
 

Islam was raised up and used by the God of heaven as a 
scourge to the idolatrous Christendom of the sixth century.  The 
Church was devoted to superstitions, images, and the worship of 
Mary.  This waywardness was confronted by the fierce monotheistic 
[belief in one God only] religion of Mohammad.  

Born in 570 AD in Mecca, he began receiving his 
“revelations” of Allah at age forty from the angel Gabriel [as he 
claimed].  When he was rejected as the specially appointed prophet 
of Allah by his own Koreish tribe, he fled to Medina in 622 AD.  This 
Hijra or Hegira [flight] dates the beginning of the Islamic calendar.   

There he was received and rapidly gained both a religious 
and political following.  In 630 AD he led his ten thousand troops 
against his native Mecca in his first successful Jihad [holy war].  The 
Ka’ba [the sacred shrine that housed the Black Stone and 360 idols] 
was “cleansed” and the worship of Allah was established by slaughter 
and conversion at the point of the sword. 
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Mecca and its Ka’ba thereafter has been the sacred and 
undisputed center of Islam and of their pilgrimage.  War was 
declared against all forms of “unbelief;” pagan, Jewish and Christian, 
and has since spread throughout the world.  Today there are about 
one billion Muslims worldwide. 
 
 

WHO IS ALLAH? 
 

Islam and Christianity are not serving the same God.  Allah 
and the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ are not the same.  
They are two different deities with two different religions.  

“Father” is not one of Allah’s ninety-nine names and he 
“begets no son” [S.17:111].  He cannot possibly be the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Christians are to pray,  Our Father who is in 
heaven [Mt.6:9].  No Muslim would ever pray to Allah in this way. 

Allah of the Quran does not love sinners, the God and 
Father of the Bible does.  Allah does not love transgressors [S.2:190].  He 
loveth not any ungrateful sinner [S.2:276].  Allah loveth not those that do 
wrong [S.3:140].  Allah loveth not those who trespass beyond bounds 
[S.7:55].   But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us [Rom.5:8]. 

Who then does Allah love, if he does not love sinners and he 
is supposedly,  oft-forgiving, most merciful [S.4:25]?  The Quran gives the 
answer, Truly Allah loves those who fight in his cause in battle array, as if 
they were a solid cemented structure [S.61:4]. 

Allah loves those who kill in his cause; who terrorize kafara 
[unbelievers] into submission to Islam.  Allah preaches a message of 
submission or slaughter.  Kafara are to be converted or eliminated.   

Therefore, when ye meet the Unbelievers (in fight), smite at their 
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necks;...But (He lets you fight) in order to test you...But those who are slain 
in the way of Allah, he will never let their deeds be lost.  Soon will he guide 
them and improve their condition, and admit them to the Garden [Paradise, 
the Islamic “heaven”] which he has made known to them [S.47:4-6].  
Those engaging in jihad, have the highest rank in the sight of Allah.  They 
are the people who will achieve salvation [S.9:20]. 

Fight in the cause of Allah...and slay them wherever ye catch 
them...and fight them on until there is no more persecution and the religion 
becomes Allah’s [S.2:190-193].  I [Allah] will instill terror into the hearts of 
the unbelievers: smite ye above their necks and smite all their finger-tips off 
them [S.8:12].  Fight and slay the Pagans wherever you find them, and seize 
them, and beleaguer them [surround with an army], and lie in wait for 
them in every stratagem [scheme] of war [S.9:5]. 
 

But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse 
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who 
spitefully use you and persecute you [Mt.6:44]. 

But they did not receive Him...When His disciples James 
and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command 
fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 

But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not 
know what kind of spirit you are of; for the Son of Man did not 
come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them” [Lk.9:53-56]. 
 

Christianity says, “Believe and live!”  Islam says, “Believe or 
die!” Two religions and their gods could not be more contrary to 
each other, much less imagined that they are one and the same.  
Islam’s view of Christ Jesus makes this even more evident. 
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WHO IS JESUS? 
 

ACCORDING TO THE QURAN 
 

[1]  To call Him Son of God is a monstrous blasphemy 
[S.19:88,89] and an unforgivable sin [S.4:48, 116]. 

[2]   Christ is a direct creation of God [S.19:35], like Adam, 
from the dust [S.3:59]. 

[3]  He is no more than a messenger [S.5:75] and a servant 
[S.43:59]. 

[4]  Saying there is a Trinity is blasphemy and unforgivable 
[S.5:73]. 

[5]   Christ is not Allah [S.5:17]. 
[6]   Jesus was not crucified [S.4:157] and could not bear 

anyone’s burden of sin [S.53:38]. 
[7]   He did not know what was in Allah’s heart [S.5:116]. 

 
ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 
[1]   The Son of God.   
He is called the Son of God by: [a] God Himself [Mt.3:17]   

[b]  Jesus Himself [Jn.5:19-23]   [c]   John the Baptist [Jn.1:34]   [d]   
Jesus’ disciples [Mt.16:16]   [e]   The angel Gabriel [Lk.1:26,32,35].  
Even in the Quran the malika Jubril [angel Gabriel] calls Jesus the Son 
of God.  Speaking to Maryam [Mary]  He said: “Nay, I am only a 
messenger from thy Lord to announce to thee the gift of a pure son.” [S. 
19:19]. 

It is blasphemy to imagine that God could ever beget a son 
as a man begets a son.  This could never be.  God is incapable of such 
a physical act and we must never think of God in this way.  No 
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Christian would ever think such an unworthy thing of the true and 
living God.  

When we speak about a son we say that he is the very image 
of his father.  He has the authority and right to represent his father 
and speak on his behalf.  His word is the same as hearing that of his 
father.  To see the son is to see the father.   

When you go to the village, you first must go and greet the 
chief.  Many times you will be escorted by a younger man to the 
dwelling of the chief.  As you speak, it is often the young man who 
replies. You soon realize that this is the son of the chief.   

To see him is to see the chief.  To hear his answer is to hear 
the reply of the chief.  He has full authority to speak in his behalf.  
He is the heir of the kingdom.  He is to be honored as one would 
honor the chief. This son stands in a unique relationship to this 
father which no one else shares. 

This is what Christians mean when we say that Jesus is the 
Son of God.  He is unique.  No one else is like Him in relationship 
to God or men.  He is greater than any prophet or angel [Heb.1:1-6]. 
    

[2]   The Creator.    
All things came into being through Him, and apart from 

Him nothing came into being that has come into being.  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world 
did not know Him [Jn.1:3, 10].  

For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities – all things have been created through Him 
and for Him [Col.1:16]. 
 

[3] Higher than any and all Messengers.   
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The word angel ANGELOS [αγγελοσ] has as its root 
meaning MESSENGER and then also ANGEL.  All the 
Messengers/Angels of God worship Jesus, the Son [Heb.1:6].  The 
Messengers/Angels are ministering spirits [Heb.1:14], Jesus, the Son, 
is God [Heb.1:8]. 
 

[4] Trinity: The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are co-eternal as 
three distinct personalities in one essence [Jn.1:1;   Heb.9:14]. 

One reason for Islam’s hatred of the Trinity is that it was 
thought that Allah, Jesus, and Mary were the three gods of the 
Christians.  This is expressed in the Quran in this way, And behold!  
Allah will say: “O Jesus the son of Mary!  Didst thou say unto men, ‘Take 
me and my mother for two gods beside Allah’?”...[S.5:116]. 

Sabellius [c.260 AD] put forth yet another error regarding 
the Trinity which is widespread in many branches of Pentecostalism 
up to today.  He conceived of an unscriptural view of a successive 
trinity of revelation, rather than the biblical truth of a simultaneous 
Trinity of essence. 

His view is referred to as Modalism [a Trinity of form rather 
than of essence].  He taught that the one unity of God manifested 
itself first as Father in the giving of the OT law.  Secondly, the 
revelation of Father was withdrawn to make way for the coming of 
the revelation of God as the Son at the time of Jesus.  Lastly, when 
Jesus ascended to heaven, God next was revealed as the Holy Spirit in 
inspiration, regeneration, and sanctification. 

In other words, there is no such thing as three distinct, 
co-eternal personalities in the being of God, only three different ways 
to show Himself to man.  While in the mode as Father, the Son and 
Holy Spirit did not exist.  When revealed as the Son, there was no 
such thing as Father or Spirit.  Finally, both Father and Son are no 
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more and all that remains is the Holy Spirit. 
Such an imaginary view does violence to the plain teaching 

of the Scriptures.  Worse yet, it places confidence in God who does 
not exist.  

After His baptism, Jesus came up out of the water, the Holy 
Spirit descended upon Him, and the Father in heaven said, This is 
My beloved Son [Mt.3:16,17].  This is not Modalism.   

Jesus, through the eternal Spirit, offered Himself without 
blemish to God [Heb.9:14].  This is not Modalism.  This is one 
eternal God with three distinct personalities within the one essence, 
all existing at once. 

Jesus prayed to His Father in heaven [Mt. 26:39].  He told 
Mary after His resurrection, I ascend to My Father and your Father, 
and My God and your God [Jn.20:17].   

This is not deceptive language; Modalism is.  Jesus was not 
praying to no one; He was not praying to Himself.  There was truly 
the Father in heaven while He was here on the earth. 

God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness” [Gen.1:26].  Come near to Me, hear this: I have not 
spoken in secret from the beginning; From the time that it was, I 
was there.  And now the Lord God and His Spirit have sent Me 
[Isa.48:16].  

How can we explain such mysteries?   God’s ways are 
unsearchable and past finding out [Rom.11:33], yet we can know 
truth that He has revealed to us.  Some things are beyond our full 
grasp simply because God is infinite and we are small weak creatures. 

Even the nature of man himself is a mystery we cannot fully 
explain, how much more that of the eternal and infinite being of 
God?  Consider this. 

You, your word, and your spirit are one.  You are not three, 
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but one, though there are three distinct elements in your being. 
Your word communicates yourself, your very spirit.  It 

reveals all that you are.  Your spirit cannot be expressed apart from 
your word.  Your word cannot be expressed apart from your bodily 
members of tongue and lips. 

The same life breathes in your word, spirit, and body.  You 
are one in essence, though distinct as three.  Are your words really 
different than you?  Is the Spirit dwelling in your body something 
besides your own self?  Is your body separate from who you are?  No, 
you are one and not three. 

This, in a very limited way, is what is meant by Trinity.  God, 
His Word, and His Spirit are what Christians call the Father, Son, 
and the Holy Spirit; one God with three eternal distinctions in the 
one essence. 
 

[5]  Christ is God. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God...and the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father [Jn.1:1, 14]. 

All should honor the Son just as they honor the Father.  
He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who 
sent Him [Jn.5:23]. 

I and My Father are one [Jn.10:30]. 
If you had known Me, you would have know My Father 

also...He who has seen Me has seen the Father...I am in the Father 
and the Father in Me [Jn.14:7,9,11]. 

For in Him [Jesus] dwells all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily [Col.2:9]. 
 



ARE WE LIKE CHRIST? 
 

 

 
 -338- 

[6] Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures [I 
Cor.15:3]. 

Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things 
and to enter into His glory?  All things which are written about Me 
in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled...Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise 
again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for 
forgiveness of sins would be preached in His name among all 
nations...you are eyewitnesses of these things [Lk.24:26, 44, 46-48]. 
See Appendix 3 Resurrection for evidence of Christ’s death and 
resurrection. 

Islam believes it is impossible for anyone to bear the sins of 
another based upon passages in the Quran such as No bearer of burdens 
can bear the burden of another [S.53:38].  This is quite true and agrees 
with Scripture, No man can by any means redeem his brother, nor 
give to God a ransom for him [Ps.49:7]. 

However, Jesus is not a mere man or like any other prophet. 
He is God manifest in the flesh.  Secondly, Jesus alone of all men was 
sinless, and thus had no burden of His own to bear [Mt.3:17;   
Jn.8:29, 46].  He therefore is qualified on these two accounts to bear 
the sins of man in His own body on the cross [I Pet.2:24]. 

From the beginning, the shedding of blood to cover the guilt 
of sin has been required of God for acceptance.  Adam sinned and 
tried to cover the shame of his guilt with his own remedy.  God 
rejected this, slew an animal, and clothed Adam’s guilt with God’s 
own solution to the shame resulting from his sin [Gen.3:7,21]. 

Cain, who brought a sacrifice of suitable food over which 
God’s name was invoked [this is the Islamic concept of what sacrifice 
is], was rejected.  Only Abel who worshiped God on the basis of the 
shed blood of the lamb was accepted by the Lord [Gen.4:3-7;   
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Heb.11:4]. 
Abraham offered up the ram in the place of his condemned 

son.  The lamb was a substitute in the place of his son.  The shed 
blood of the lamb rescued the son from death and judgment.  Never 
again would he face judgment because God had provided a sacrifice 
in his place [Gen.22:4-14]. Even the Quran refers to this event and 
states We [Allah] ransomed him with a momentous sacrifice [S.37:107]. 

Moses was directed by the Lord to have every Israelite slay a 
lamb and apply the blood to where they lived.  It was only then that 
they would be saved from the judgment coming upon the whole 
land.  The blood of the lamb was their protection from the wrath of 
God coming upon the unbelievers [Ex.12:3,6,7,13]. 

All these were preparing the way for the coming of the 
Lord’s final sacrifice, the one that forgives sins once and for all.  
Isaiah spoke in great detail about this coming sacrifice many 
hundreds of years before He came [Isa.52:13-15;  53:1-12].  

It was the purpose of God to make His Servant a sacrifice for 
sin.  This Servant was pierced for our iniquities.  He was like a lamb 
sacrificed to bear the sins of others.  Who was this Servant?  How 
could a Servant of God become a sacrifice to forgive sins? 

John, the prophet of God tells us.  He saw Jesus coming to 
him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world!” [Jn.1:29].  No one took Jesus’ life from Him.  He rather 
gave Himself freely to die in the place of sinful men [Jn.10:17,18].  It 
was the will of God that Jesus should offer Himself as a sinless 
substitute for the sins of man in order that they might be forgiven. 
 

[7] I know Him, because I am from Him, and He sent Me 
[Jn.7:29]. 

No one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone 



ARE WE LIKE CHRIST? 
 

 

 
 -340- 

know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills 
to reveal Him [Mt.11:27].           
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APPENDIX   4 SLAVERY   
 

HISTORY OF AFRICAN SLAVERY 
 
In less than four hundred years, between thirty and forty 

million souls were lost to Africa during the transatlantic enslavement 
to the Americas.  The leading merchants in this wicked trade were 
the Portugese and British, followed by the French, Spanish, Dutch, 
and North Americans.   

This wretched traffic in human souls became one of the 
largest ocean-going and commercial ventures in the entire history of 
the world.  Men made in the image of God were captured and sold 
for pieces of cloth, scraps of iron, alcohol, cowries, and beads. 

Slavery was initially an African phenomenon.  Long before 
Europe and the Americas were involved, fellow African Muslim 
Mullahs were seizing black Africans and selling them body and soul.  

As far back as 1390, the king of Bornu [now Nigeria] bitterly 
complained to the Sultan of Egypt that Arabs were always seizing his 
people like merchandise.  Yet historically, the Oyo kingdom had 
always supplied slaves to their Northern Muslim neighbors and later 
to the European traders. 

It was in the early 1400's that the Portugese began to stain 
their hands with the blood of the innocent by purchasing these 
captives from the shores of North Africa.  Being a Roman Catholic 
country, they sought to justify their crimes by claiming that it was 
actually to the advantage of the blacks to be taken in slavery.  “For,” 
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they said, “it is better to be a ‘Christian’ though a slave, than an 
African in his native land.” 

By the middle of the 1500's Spain had entered into the 
devilish enterprise while some masters in Portugal had begun to 
encourage female slaves to breed, like animals, for sale.  Britain 
followed in 1562 when captain Hawkins captured three hundred 
blacks at the river Sierra Leone, sold them for spices, goods, and 
money and returned to England with “a good profit.” 

Only a few voices of protest were being raised in the 16th 
century.  They were answered by the prevailing opinion among both 
Roman Catholics and Muslims that the blacks were under the curse 
of Ham.  A Dominican Friar, Fray Francisco de la Cruz, told the 
Inquisition in Lima, Peru, in about 1575 that, “the blacks are justly 
captives by reason of the sins of their forefathers, and that because of 
that sin, God gave them that color.”  This was, and is, nothing but a 
wicked perversion of Scripture to vainly try and justify an inexcusable 
guilt. 

Nevertheless, Roman Catholic objections continued to be 
raised into the early 1600's.  These may have even led to abolishing 
the trade had the Northern European Protestants not entered in 
heavily to the miserable enterprise at this time. 

Ironically, and to the shame of the “Christians,” the 
Muslims in North Africa freed black slaves who professed faith in 
Islam and were, in that respect, more “Christian” than the church!  
But the blame for this despicable business did not rest on the 
shoulders of Europe alone.   

Blacks deceiving or kidnaping blacks to be sold on the 
slaving market, even selling their own children, was widespread.  
Tribal wars increased in order to profit by the illicit trade. 

By the 1700's every major river that reached the Atlantic 
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became a slaving port.  From Saint-Louis in Senegal to Luanda in 
Angola, millions of blacks were herded onto ships of bondage for the 
terrible two to three months’ crossing of the sea.   

In West Africa, Wolof, Serber, and Mandinga people were 
shipped down the waters of the Senegal and Gambia and imprisoned 
on the Isle of Goree.  From there they departed either to their death 
or to the sugar cane plantations of South America and Carribean 
islands.  

At the mouth of the Cuanza river in Angola during the 
1600's, the Lundas, led by their king who daily anointed himself with 
a pomade of boiled human fat, supplied the Portugese with bodies 
from raids upon other tribal villages.  Even the king’s own children 
from his nearly thirty wives were gladly sold into horrible servitude to 
Brazilian plantation owners. 

Nigeria figured heavily in the slave traffic.  Even up to today, 
there remain more than two million Yoruba speaking people on the 
coast of Brazil, still serving Sango and Ogun, whose ancestors arrived 
as slaves.    

Lagos, Warri, and Calabar were early centers of this unholy 
trade.  On an island near Igala, just below the confluence of the 
Niger and Benue rivers, a major slave market was established where 
blacks sold no less than eleven thousand of their fellows on a yearly 
basis. 

Human cargoes floated along the banks of the Volta River 
dividing the Ashanti and Dahomey kingdoms.  The peoples of 
Guinea and the Temne and Mende  contributed their quota carried 
afloat on the river Sierra Leone.  

34% were taken in tribal wars, 30% kidnaped by Africans, 
11% were sold for crimes [mainly adultery], 7% sent due to debt, 7% 
traded by relatives and friends, and the remaining were enslaved for 
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a variety of other heartless causes. 
When captured, the unfortunate victims were chained and 

collared or tied together in groups of four with choking ropes about 
the neck.  Those who resisted were beaten mercilessly.  Often the 
captives marched in human caravans of one thousand at a time for 
several months before they reached the slaving ports along the 
Atlantic. 

Deception and cheating were practiced by seller and buyer 
alike.  Brass shavings were mixed in with gold dust by the Africans 
when selling metal to Europeans.  The whites mixed water with their 
brandy or rum when paying for slaves.  

All slaves were branded with hot irons as a mark of 
ownership.  During the early 1600's each slave was baptized as a 
“Christian” before leaving Africa.  This was done by giving them 
Christian names and sprinkling salt on their tongues followed by 
“holy” water. 

Finally the priest would proclaim, “Consider that you are 
now children of Christ.  You are going to set off for Portugese 
territory, where you will learn matters of the Faith.  Never think any 
more of your place of origin.  Do not eat dogs, nor rats, nor horses.  
Be content.” 

The horrors of this entire business were compounded by the 
widespread belief among the Africans that the white people were 
followers of the “Lord of the dead” and had seized slaves to eat them. 
The red wine that the slave traders regularly merrily became drunk 
on was thought to be the blood of the blacks.   

On the ships of bondage for the crossing of the sea, the 
prisoners were packed, naked and crowded, like fish in a tin.  Forced 
to sleep atop one another due to lack of space, they relieved 
themselves where they were in unbearable heat and stench amid the 
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groans and shrieks of the sick and dying. 
Whips were used for the slow in obeying and others had 

arms cut off as a warning to any thinking to try and return to the land 
of their birth.  Rape of the chained women was the regular practice 
of captain and crew.  Rebels were tortured and then thrown 
overboard for sharks to eat or hung on the masts for some days as a 
lesson to the rest. 

Water rations were minimal and many died from 
dehydration.  Dysentery accounted for one third of the pitiful 
passengers’ deaths.  Blindness afflicted many like a plague.  In the 
1600's the death rate in transport was anywhere from twenty to fifty 
percent; the 1700's fared slightly better, “only” up to thirty-two 
percent.  

Storms claimed many lives.  In 1738, a Dutch crew 
abandoned the ship and escaped while leaving its cargo of 702 slaves 
to drown in the raging sea.  A Danish ship in 1702 was lost at sea 
with 820 slaves on board. 

Rio de Janeiro was the main Brazilian port receiving 
Portugese slaves, mainly from Angola. Buenos Aires in Argentina was 
Spain’s chief port and Charleston was first in North America.   There 
they were displayed and sold like any other merchandise. 

By 1780, the cost of a slave had risen to ten times what it had 
been one hundred years earlier.  Nevertheless, tremendous profits 
were made in the early 17th and 18th centuries though the financial 
rewards sharply dropped off in the later 1700's.   

About two-thirds of the African slaves were sent to produce 
sugar in the plantations of the Americas to satisfy European’s taste 
for sweets.  So much so, that in the 1700's, Liverpool in England 
became the world’s largest trader in slaves. 

There is no record of any sermon against slavery in the 
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pulpits of the world during the entire 1600's.  A sole voice, that of the 
English Puritan, Richard Baxter, said on one occasion in the late 
1600's, “It is better to call those who owned slaves demons rather 
than Christians.” 

Opposition to the atrocities of slavery were slow in coming. 
 A novel appeared in 1688 written by a woman, Aphra Behn, that 
vividly brought before French and British audiences for over one 
hundred years the plight of African slaves.  The Quakers, in the mid 
1700's, both in America and in England, began to openly oppose 
slavery. 

They published statements like, “No Quaker could keep a 
slave without risking damnation,” and condemned all who invested 
in the trade or supplied cargoes for it.  Others also began to question 
the trade. 

 Montesquieu, a Frenchman in the later 1700's, mockingly 
said, “One cannot put oneself into the frame of mind in which God, 
who is a very wise being, took it upon Himself to put a soul, and a 
very good soul at that, into such an entirely black body. [So] it is 
impossible for us to suppose these creatures are men because, if one 
were to allow them to be so, a suspicion would follow that we are not 
ourselves Christian.”  

George Wallace of Scotland in 1761 protested, “An 
institution so unnatural and so inhuman as that of slavery ought to 
be abolished.”  Sir William Blackstone took up the pen in England, 
declaring in 1769 that the law of England, “abhors and will not 
endure the state of slavery within this nation.” 

Even apart from such humanitarian [concern for the good of 
people] appeals, there also began to be a growing worry that the 
slaves, much more numerous than their owners, might rise up in 
rebellion.  This added additional concerns over increasing the slave 
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population. 
A Quaker in America, Benezet by name, began in the late 

1760's to persuade others outside of his denomination about the 
moral outrage of slavery.  He wrote Edmund Burke, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, and John Wesley, among others, which established an 
intercontinental link for the growing opposition.  

During the middle 1700's in England, Granville Sharp 
prosecuted the institution on legal grounds.  John Wesley wrote 
moving pamphlets against it on moral and humanitarian grounds, 
predicting that the time for England to repent was fast approaching, 
“whose worst crime was its indulgence in the slave trade.” 

Adam Smith pointed out the economic disadvantages and 
risky investment both in terms of human lives and financial returns. 
Meanwhile, the rebellious Americans were challenging the rights of 
the British parliament to make laws binding upon the colonists.   

In an open letter to King George III printed in the Boston 
Gazette in 1771, it was claimed that being subject to laws made by 
other people is the essence of slavery with its “endless and 
numberless curses,” a condition “worse than death.”  At the time, 
this was little more than a curious emotional hypocrisy, as the 
American colonists still practiced and profited by the black slave 
trade.  It at least showed the effect that the golden rule, “Do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you,” produced in their 
minds, however inconsistent their application of that was.  

A timely “Committee for Effecting the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade” was established in 1787.  This London society joined 
together many diverse international opponents of the slave trade 
together.  Action began to be taken in British parliament led by 
William Wilberforce with the support of his friend William Pitt, the 
Prime Minister.  
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John Newton, former slave captain who wrote the hymn 
Amazing Grace after his conversion, greatly assisted in the process. 
Moral and spiritual conviction was what prompted this move to end 
this centuries’ old wretched traffic. 

At the same time, there was proposed that a new colony be 
established in Africa for freed slaves.  Thus began the “Sierra Leone 
Plan.”  The first attempts were utter failures.   

Malaria, drunkenness, laziness, war with local tribes, and 
rains killed off half of the original settlers.  Many departed from the 
settlement and went to work for nearby slave dealers. 

Slave traders hated the new colony and influenced “King 
Jemmy” to drive the settlers away and burn down the town.  It would 
be several years yet in the future before Freetown would be 
established as the hoped for “cradle of African civilization.” 

Opposition to abolition in England was very strong.  Sixty 
percent of Bristol’s ocean going business depended upon it.  
Merchants throughout England had been manufacturing their goods 
to be exchanged for slaves.  Simply put, the love of money was the 
root of all this evil and the cause of delaying its end.  Finally though, 
through the tireless efforts of William Wilberforce, England passed 
the law abolishing the slave trade, effective May 1, 1807. 

The announcement led to riots of protest on the Gold Coast 
among Africans whose main source of income had become capturing 
and selling their fellow Africans.  The king of Bonny on the Niger 
delta informed captain Crow of England, “Our oracle and priests say 
this trade must go on...your country can never stop a trade ordained 
by God Himself.” 

In 1820, the king of Ashanti asked the British official, 
Dupuis,  “Why do the Christians not want to buy slaves any more?  
Is your God not the same as that of the Muslims, who continue to 
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buy, kidnap, and sell slaves just as they have always done?”  Indeed, 
there continued to be more slaves in Africa than in America. 

The Haussa slave trade continued inland unabated.  It is 
estimated that fully twenty five percent of the population under the 
Sokoto Caliphate may have been slaves by the end of the 1800's.   

Among the Ashantis, the laboring people were still mostly 
slaves in 1840.  More than one thousand were sacrificed at the death 
of the king of Ashanti in 1824.  

Slavery continued to prevail throughout West Africa.  From 
Lagos blacks uninterruptedly sold blacks by the tens of thousands 
across the Sahara to the north.  In Bornu near Lake Chad, merchants 
would hardly accept payment for goods in anything other than slaves 
in the 1820's.   

Half of Brazil’s population of four million in 1817 were 
slaves.  In Virginia of the USA, by 1800 there existed farms for 
breeding slaves.  The invention of the cotton gin [a machine that 
separated seeds from the cotton] greatly increased the demand for 
slaves, especially women, so that their numbers tripled between the 
years of 1790 and 1825. 

Other nations were slow to follow the British lead to end the 
despicable business.  The British navy began patrolling the West 
African coast to insure obeying the new abolition law while arresting 
and fining “pirates” who had no legal right to carry slaves. 

Soon ships of other European and South American 
countries were intercepted and their human cargoes were taken to 
Freetown and set free in the colony that had been reestablished 
there.  Up unto 1840, 425 slave ships were forced by the Royal Navy 
to deliver up their captives at Freetown where they were maintained 
by the British for one year and then left to fend for themselves.  
Rapidly the liberated slaves from 117 tribes of western and central 
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Africa outnumbered the indigenous population. 
There they attempted to reorient their lives with no country 

of their own, no common language, and from diverse cultures.  Many 
were confused and often damaged by the horrible experiences 
endured during their capture and transport aboard ship.  

Missionaries to Freetown first came in 1804, sent by the 
Church Missionary Society of the Anglicans.  Their early focus was 
upon schools, clinics, housing, and roads.  By the mid 1800's, Sierra 
Leone was literate, progressive, and Christian, with a literacy rate as 
good as many European countries.  Fourah Bay College was 
established in 1827 to train teachers and preachers, and by 1840, 
they were sending African missionaries to other parts of Africa. 

One of these freed slaves, a Yoruba named Adjai, took the 
name Samuel Crowther and led the first missionary team into 
Abeokuta, Nigeria about the year 1844.  He later became the first 
African bishop in 1864.  It was these African brethren that first 
influenced and convinced the Anglicans to produce self-governing, 
self-supporting, and self-propagating churches on the African 
continent.  

Other nations eventually joined with the British in 
abolishing this evil enterprise.  The Vienna Treaty was signed by the 
European nations in 1815.  In it they pledged to end the slave trade 
as soon as possible.  UK officially abolished slavery as an institution 
throughout the British empire in 1833 and paid slave owners twelve 
million pounds in compensation for freeing their “property.” 
America outlawed slavery by its thirteenth amendment to the 
constitution in 1865.  Brazil was the last nation to agree, doing so in 
1888.    
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SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA 
 

Following the enslavement of Africans came the 
colonization of the entire continent during the Scramble for Africa. 
For this to succeed, demanded a revolution in African society.  Greed 
for the wealth of natural resources and profit from trade drove the 
frenzy to annex a continent as the colonial property of European 
kingdoms.   

Exploration led to enterprise, and that to exploitation and  
eventual economic and military enslavement.  Unfortunately, and 
sometimes unavoidably, evangelism was too often attached to that 
sequence; guns going ahead of the gospel or cannons chasing after 
the inroads of the cross. 
  In some twenty years, every nation in Africa except Ethiopia 
was brought under a new type of slavery; one on its own soil.  Almost 
the entire ten million square miles of the continent was claimed and 
captured, while 110 million bewildered blacks watched as their lands 
were snatched right from under their feet.  Livingstone’s discovery of 
quinine to treat malaria, the exploration of the Nile, Niger, and 
Congo rivers along with the steam engine’s revolution of industry 
and travel both by land and sea, greatly advanced Mammon’s 
maddened rush for Africa. 

The evils of the phenomenon of slavery were staggering, 
both on the part of Africans themselves as well as the whites.  Blacks 
willingly pillaged, murdered, and enslaved fellow blacks for the sake 
of sordid gain and then institutionalized the practice over long 
centuries.   

Even after it had been abolished by the British, at least on 
paper and to some extent on the West Coast, slavery was still thriving 
like a cancer.  In Central and Eastern Africa under the whips, 
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machetes, and guns of Arab and Swahili slave raiders along with 
tribal chiefs’ willing cooperation, the “open sore of the world” 
flourished. 

It was under the banner of eliminating this evil that 
imperialist Europe marched into Africa.  Few were sincere about the 
humanitarian aspect of occupation.  Most were consumed by passion 
for profit and political power.  The missionaries were the most 
consistent exception to this exploitation and “legal” enslavement. 
Even notable explorers like David Livingstone’s companion, Henry 
Stanley, were little more than agents of colonial conquerors 
themselves.  

Livingstone truly had opened up the continent for the “3 
C’s” of Commerce, Christianity, and Civilization.  Though he 
traveled widely and preached to the Africans, this was not his main 
objective.  He stated that he was not so much interested in preaching 
Christ to Africa as in preaching Africa to Europe.  His great burden 
was to heal the open sore of slavery that ravaged the heart of the 
continent, and to accomplish that required for it to be brought 
before the conscience of Europe.  

Livingstone himself lived in humility and selfless meekness 
and kindness.  Stanley did not walk in the footsteps of his master.  
He said about himself, “My methods, however, will not be 
Livingstone’s.  Each man has his own way. [He] has been almost 
Christ-like for goodness, patience, and self-sacrifice.  The selfish and 
wooden-headed world requires mastering, as well as a loving charity.” 

He lived his creed.  When refused food and threatened by 
the Bumbireh people, he decided to “make an example” of them.  He 
and his men shot and killed more than 40 villagers and wounded 
more than 100.  This was the first of such brutalities to open the way 
for the mixed blessings of the “3 C’s.” Such atrocities earned him the 
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title Bula Matari, the Breaker of Rocks; a magical worker who 
smashes all obstacles. 

Yet whether that of Abel or Africa, blood still cries out to the 
God of heaven from the ground.  Stanley’s initial group of more than 
250 [once up to 700] had been reduced to 108 by the time he reached 
the Atlantic coast.  Cannibals, disease, starvation, desertion, and the 
river Congo itself took their toll during the 999 day journey of 7,088 
miles. 
 

SOUTH AFRICA AND RHODESIA 
   
1867 brought the deadly discovery of diamonds in South 

Africa to the attention of the British.  At the Cape House of 
Assembly the Colonial Secretary said, “Gentlemen, on this rock 
[diamonds] the future success of South Africa will be built.”  Soon 
the Kimberly mine became the largest man-made hole in the world as 
the greedy diggers lusted after the glittering filthy lucre obtained by 
the blood of Africans. 

Wages paid to Africans were spent on European guns and 
the whites, in turn, slaughtered tribes in order to prevent an 
“uprising” against colonial power.  Mammon knows no mercy. 

Cecil Rhodes exploited the situation and the Africans in 
order to amass a personal fortune.  Through deceit and treachery he 
obtained all metal and mineral rights to the domain of King 
Lobengula, promising that there “would never be more than ten of 
his representatives on the king’s land at a time.”  The entire region 
and beyond eventually became Rhodesia, and the king lost 
everything, being sacrificed to Rhode’s dream of uninterrupted 
British colonies from Cape to Coast; South Africa to Cairo.  

In 1893 when his Rhodesia was virtually bankrupt, he sold 
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some of his personal shares in his Chartered Company and hired a 
small army to massacre the king and his subjects.  They murdered 
thousands, burnt villages, seized 10,000 square miles of farm land, 
and 100's of thousands of cattle. 

King Lobengula escaped Rhode’s white army, but when he 
learned that his last chief had surrendered, he poisoned himself that 
he might die with the dignity of a king rather than being hunted 
down as a dog.  Rhodes was well pleased with the outcome.  50 white 
lives and 50,000 pounds was a small price to pay to double the size 
of Rhodesia and save his business venture from financial ruin.  
Newspapers were bribed in order to report his official version of the 
conflict back in London. 

 With no land, no cattle, and no army, the surviving Ndebele 
became little more than slave labor for the whites.  A tax was 
imposed, 10 shillings, on every hut throughout the realm which 
forced them to work to pay the tax; and the whip was employed on 
both accounts.  Hostility brewed like a tropical thunder head.  The 
spark that lit the fuse of this human keg of gunpowder was two years 
of drought, massive swarms of locust, and the terrifying deadly 
pestilence of a malignant cattle disease. 

Swiftly, more than 2.5 million cattle perished.  The Africans 
attributed all these disasters to the white man’s presence.   By March 
of 1896, the first African revolt against European Colonialists broke 
out being urged by their oracle priests.  White men, women, and 
children were brutally hacked to death in the attempt to purge the 
land of all Europeans.  It was met and squashed by Rhode’s police 
militia and British troops as mercilessly as the attacks had been upon 
the whites. 

From 1899 to 1902, Britain turned against their fellow 
whites in the Transvaal and Orange Free States [Rhodesia].  With 
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methods of barbarism, over 111,000 whites and no less than 43,000 
blacks were herded, men, women, and children, like beasts into 
concentration camps.  Typhoid, dysentery, and measles raged, 
claiming tens of thousands of lives.  In these filthy confines, the 
death rate rapidly rose to 34%.  

The motive for these atrocities and wanton slaughter?  The 
lust of the eye for coveting their gold, the pride of life in an imagined 
British superiority, and the lust of the flesh in just plain malice for 
personal reasons.  Each called upon the same God and proceeded to 
massacre one another on the killing fields of Africa. 

Following the war, finding the Africans to be too costly a 
labor force, these British despots of gold and diamonds imported 
Chinese laborers and used them as virtual slaves.  There they were 
separated from their families for three years, herded into the 
wretched concentration compounds, and severely punished should 
they try to escape.  Sodomy resulted, yet the miners of mammon 
forcibly kept them from their wives for the sake of their filthy lucre.  
  

 
LEOPOLD’S CONGO    

 
By 1878 Stanley had formally committed himself to King 

Leopold II of Belgium for a period of five years as his official 
representative.  Under the guise of the “3 C’s” humanitarian 
concerns, Leopold was actually secretly masterminding the exclusive 
control of the entire Congo basin in order to amass a personal 
fortune.  

By the summer of 1884, the most feverish phase of the 
Scramble had begun between the French, British, and the Germans; 
all lusting after control of the Niger palm-oil industry.  Just five days 
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before England had anticipated claiming all, Bismark of Germany 
took possession of Cameroon as a colony.   

By November, The Berlin Conference had convened with 
delegates of fourteen nations to map out how the “3 C’s” could be 
achieved.  They established three broad goals: [1] Free trade for the 
Congo, [2] Free navigation on the Niger, and [3] Agreement on rules 
of future colonization but without defining boundaries of carving up 
the continent. 

The Belgian king did not even attend, yet all the while, 
Leopold, like a cunning leopard, maneuvered circumstances behind 
the scenes; playing French against English and German against both 
while undermining Portugal and pretending neutrality towards all.  
In the end, his International Association of the Congo, The Free 
State, was granted universal recognition and sealed with appropriate 
treaties. 

It was, in fact, his own private kingdom of Leopoldland, with 
full access to the Atlantic along with excellent ports.  Over 1 million 
square miles in the heart of Africa were his under the false front of 
his humanitarian association.  Before anyone knew what was 
happening, he was aggressively exploiting the one “C,” Commerce, at 
the expense of all others by employing the 4th, 5th, and 6th  “C’s,” 
Conquest, Coveting, and Corruption. 

It was only at the turn of the century that an obscure clerk of 
a shipping company in Liverpool, Edmond Morel, discovered the 
treachery of Leopold.  Through comparing the reports of the imports 
and exports of goods and rubber from the Congo, the fraud and 
staggering wealth and wickedness of the king was exposed.  In short, 
Leopold’s humanitarianism was shown to be nothing more than 
“legalized robbery enforced by violence; a secret society of murderers 
with a king for [its head].” 
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Leopold had created a monopoly with a system of forced 
labor compelled by torture and murder in order to provide free 
export rubber to fatten his own purse.  News spread to the British 
press and investigations were called for.  Books were written by Morel 
and his associates exposing the horrific practices. 

But the king, cunning as a serpent, launched his own 
counter- attack.  Quickly one author was sued to court for criminal 
libel while Leopold’s men bribed all witnesses to keep them from 
testifying.  Morel himself was approached by a Belgian official to 
inquire how much he would agree to in order to keep silent.  Morel 
refused. 

The Baptists and Catholics, however, were more obliging.  
For some years Leopold had “reduced” their taxes in the Congo in 
exchange for their missionaries’ silent cooperation in not reporting 
what they had witnessed. 

Finally, however, William Morrison of the American 
Presbyterian Mission returned from the Congo with a full and 
truthful exposure of the evils that existed.  Europe, in 1903, was 
stunned. 

African towns of 40,000 had been reduced to 1,000 by being 
forced to abandon their farms to collect Leopold’s “rubber tax:” 
Bring rubber or die!  Weeks in the jungles took their toll on countless 
thousands who died of starvation, attacks by wild beasts, and disease.  

Wages were not paid; there were none.  Low quotas resulted 
in beatings, ears being cut off, roping of necks to be sold as slaves, or 
simply being shot.  Hundreds of families were butchered and their 
villages looted and burnt.  Baskets of severed hands were carried to 
Leopold’s agents to prove that they had not wasted valuable 
ammunition in killing the tribesmen, but had “wisely” used more 
economical means.  
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At the direction of the now alerted English government, 
Roger Casement, the British Consul in the Congo, was ordered to 
verify the reports.  That he did, and the half could not be told.  Even 
the guilty missionaries came forward and confirmed the ghastly tales. 

The Belgian monarch multiplied his deceit, intrigues, and 
bribery over the next few years while continuing his unspeakable 
atrocities.  But Justice must triumph at last.  In 1909, Leopold lay 
dying.  Who now will own your fortune?  What now will atone for 
your blood-stained hands dyed red from those severed from 
Congolese ?  Not even the Roman Catholic priest would pronounce 
for him Extreme Unction [final prayers with anointing oil], for at his 
deathbed was his immoral mistress that the king had taken when she 
was eighteen and he, sixty-five. 
        
 

GERMAN COLONIES 
 

Genocide best expresses Germany’s response to African 
revolt in their South Western [Namibia] and Eastern [Tanzania] 
territories.  In the Southwest, colonialism conquered by theft, rape, 
and brutality.  A Herero herdsman complained to a German settler, 
saying, “The missionary says that we are the children of God like our 
white brothers...but just look at us.  Dogs, slaves, worse than baboons 
on the rocks...that is how you treat us.”  

When they could endure no more, they revolted.  
Mercilessly the Herero people were systematically forced by German 
troops into the desert, wells were stopped up, and the people 
surrounded and left to starve and die of thirst.  

East Africa was worse.  Those killed by a German induced 
famine perished miserably.  Fields, crops, storehouses, and villages 
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went up in smoke among thousands of acres.  A minimum of 
250,000 souls were forced into starvation, some tribes losing 75% of 
their people.   

When the famine was ended, survivors returned to an 
unrecognizable landscape.  What had been fields of maize now was 
taken over by forest, which became home to rhinoceros, buffalo, and 
elephant.  The land that once swarmed with people was transformed 
into the largest wild game reserve in the world.  Truly, men made in 
the image of God were worse off than baboons on the rocks. 

In West Africa, German rulers of Cameroon and Togo 
abused their powers in grossly horrendous ways.  Flogging men to 
death, buying young black girls for concubines, mutilation, and 
murder were all too common.  On one occasion, all the men and 
women of a village were shot and the fifty-four surviving children 
were put in baskets and drowned like cats in the river.  Togo was the 
domain of a notorious German harem of whipped African prisoners 
of immorality, some as young as thirteen. 
 

NIGERIA 
 

The same crushing military conquest prevailed in Nigeria.  
Slaughter of tribes along the Niger and Benue secured the advance 
of British interests in palm oil and hardwood exports.  Kano, Ilorin, 
and Sokoto succumbed to the persuasion of cannons and machine 
guns.  New emirs were appointed who would cooperate with colonial 
rule.   

In 1906, a minor uprising by Mallam Isa in the Sokoto 
caliphate was met with utter annihilation.  Villagers armed with hoes 
and hatchets were cut down by blazing British firepower, leaving not 
one man, woman, or child alive among the 2,000 inhabitants.  
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Prisoners were executed, heads severed and placed on poles, and the 
entire village leveled to the ground.  The Sultan of Sokoto 
pronounced a curse on anyone who would try and rebuild Satiru or 
cultivate its fields. 

 
 

SCRAMBLE OUT OF AFRICA 
 

As sudden and incomprehensible as the scramble into Africa 
had been, so was the rush out.  Between the years 1957 and 1968, the 
European powers virtually fled from their colonial roles. Boundaries 
remained essentially unchanged and names of many countries were 
changed. 

Independence was hailed by pan-African nationalists, but 
the governance that emerged too often was woefully inadequate.  
Likely the wretched example of Europe’s colonialism set the 
precedent for military coups, civil wars, genocide, corruption, and 
exploitation of impoverished tribal peoples by rich rulers.  So it 
appeared that the African disciple  became like his colonial master; 
and neither like the Prince of Peace.  

 
REFLECTIONS UPON SLAVERY AND COLONIALISM 
 
Greed at the expense of other’s misery will ever dictate the 

rule of such and never allow just or compassionate governance of 
themselves.  Islam will always remain oppressive as will any African 
people who would willingly engage in an atrocity such as slavery. 

Combined with an underlying animistic culture, slavery has 
molded the consciousness of black Africa.  Initiative, individuality, 
and inventiveness are not part of that cultural legacy.  Passively 



ARE WE LIKE CHRIST? 
 

 

 
 -361- 

assuming one’s role determined by masters, whether black or white, 
has characterized entire peoples because of the combined effects of 
animism and slavery.    

Concern for and self-denial for others can never become the 
culture of any populace when brutality and utter disregard for fellow 
humans is tolerated because of the root of all evil, the love of money. 
 True Christianity with Christ as its Pattern is the only hope of 
African and Western societies. 
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APPENDIX   5   ANIMISM 

 
Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things  

like silver or gold from your empty way of life received by tradition 
from your forefathers; but with the precious blood of Christ  

[I Pet.1:18, 19] 
 

BASIC ELEMENTS OF ANIMISM 
 
Religious methods can be broadly described as being either 

manipulating or supplicating, controlling or submitting, directing or 
asking, and commanding or dependent.  Animism, also known as 
African Traditional Religion [ATR], attempts to manipulate, control, 
direct, and command spiritual powers and influences according to 
the will of the man using them. 

Animists view bodily posture, certain words, objects, and 
rituals as possessing effective power of their own which can be 
employed to obtain one’s wishes.  His key to a successful life is the 
ability to manipulate forces according to correct formula. 

The culture of the animist is determined by  ancestral 
tradition and conformity to that by being in harmony with the 
powers that have brought it about.  He therefore is ultimately 
concerned about the “who” and “why” of life rather than the 
questions of “what” and “how” that Westerners focus upon. 
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To discover who is in power and why this power acts as it 
does is a constant pursuit.  Meaning to life is always to be understood 
in a spiritual way rather than in a physical or material manner. 

Therefore the causes behind disasters, sickness, deaths, and 
other details of life will be sought for in terms of who made these 
things happen and why they did so.  Power is needed, both to discern 
the events of life, to obtain protection from forces, and to direct their 
course. 

This makes the correct performance of prescribed ritual of 
utmost importance.  An animist’s relationship with power has little 
to do with morality, but has everything to do with the expertise to get 
results by proper technique. 

It is not the will of the god that is his concern, but the 
compelling, asking, or manipulating that god to perform the person’s 
own will.  Thus by rites, rituals, incantations, or use of sacred objects, 
he seeks to use spiritual powers to produce success, happiness, or 
whatever else he may want, whether good or evil.  Simply stated, man 
is the focus of all of life and the forces are viewed as existing solely for 
his benefit. 

He believes that life can be transformed by techniques 
applied to mind, body, and spirit.  There is no “sin” other than to not 
correctly perform the proper rituals in the approved manner.  For the 
animist, there exists no absolute standard external to himself that 
judges his actions or to which he is accountable. 

Essentially, good and evil are judged by whether the action 
promotes the well-being or harm of the group, not in terms of moral 
truth according to a written standard.  Because he sees himself as an 
extension of the corporate community, tribe, and its spirit world, he 
does not view himself as blameworthy of misdeeds.  Any failure must 
be attributed to some means used against him and the cause must be 
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sought, not in himself, but in divining its spiritual source. 
Feeling, experiencing, and participation are what make his 

life meaningful, not ideas or knowledge derived from written 
sources.   

World religions, by way of contrast, are institutionalized 
rather than experiential and pragmatic [whatever works being 
considered right or true].  They point back to a founder, have sacred 
writings, and appointed places of worship.  Sin is judged by an 
established written code and membership is determined more on 
moral grounds and agreement with documents than ritual 
participation.  

Animists practice oral traditions passed down through ritual 
to insure the continued involvement of the ancestral spirits among 
the living.  As such, a broken relationship between people of the 
same group is a serious breach in animist theology and is the closest 
thing to being considered “sin.”   

The ancestors are thought to be the guardians of the living 
who determine which spirit will come to inhabit the unborn.  Thus, 
to disrupt the harmony between the spirits of the ancestors and the 
group as a whole becomes a horrifying prospect.   

This is not to say that an animist cannot have his own 
thoughts and distinct behavior.  He may, but he must not violate 
ritual practices or this will provoke the anger of the spirit world and 
the wrath of the community to which he belongs. 

Great pressure is therefore upon him to conform to the 
accepted  practices with respect to his assigned role within it.  It is 
why individuality, diversity, and inventiveness are discouraged and 
rarely seen. 

A man without relatives or children of his own is like 
someone without citizenship, identity, friends, or help in this life or 
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the next.  To be cut off from the tribe is therefore the most terrible 
punishment that can be inflicted upon anyone.  

Yet his participation in the community is essentially 
self-seeking.  His desire is to gain power both within the group and 
over his own destiny.  Prayer, sacrifice, and rituals are not performed 
out of devotion, but in order gain what he wants by “using” the spirit 
world. 

Power can be gained in a variety of ways; through sacrifices, 
offerings, incantations, liturgies, taboos, charms, fetishes, 
ceremonies, witchcraft, sorcery, or by contact with powerful persons 
or objects, through the laying on of hands, or articles of clothing, 
anointing, etc.  Because of the universal belief that the spoken word 
carries power to effect reality, speaking in tongues is widely practiced 
among animists and is thought to have more power than 
understandable prayer. 

Dreams, visions, and ghosts play a significant role as they are 
viewed as bringing contact with the ancestral spiritual world.  Also, 
totems [certain animals, objects, or plants that are thought to have a 
special brotherly relationship with the family or tribe] are not to be 
treated as common, but as sacred.  Trees, groves, rocks, streams, or 
mountains and high places are examples of these. 

To an animist, the supreme God is at best distant and 
unconcerned with the practical affairs of men.  He may be respected, 
but He is not personal, certainly not a Father, though He may be 
considered to be Creator or even Judge. 

The existence of an impersonal power often referred to as 
the life-force is a common belief among animists.  This force has no 
moral nature but can be tapped into and used for either good or evil. 
This belief is evident even in various forms of Pentecostalism where 
it is common to hear groans, shouts, or short gasping sounds to 
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inhale or obtain the “power” of the Spirit of God. 
Ritual is the foundation of animism and ATR.  Through the 

correct formula, access is gained and help obtained from the spirit 
world.  The basic belief is that if a man will perform so and so, a sure 
result must necessarily follow.  The ritual act is sacred and effective 
merely by being performed according to correct formula.  Many 
Muslims, for example, believe that by someone repeating the Shahada 
[the creed], he automatically becomes a Muslim. 

There is a reciprocal relationship between the devoted man 
and his god.  The god cannot influence the world apart from the 
ritual of the man and the man has no power to change his situation 
apart from the god.  They are, in that sense, mutually dependent and 
one together in the stream of life as they influence their world. 

That using the proper words correctly will always produce 
the desired results is fundamental to all animist belief and practice.  
There are certain power words that must be used with great caution. 
 “Positive” and “negative” declarations are believed to bring either 
prosperity or a curse. 

Animistic healing takes place using this technique.  Through 
power ritual language, sickness is commanded to leave the distressed 
and enter the body of a sacrificial animal. 

Symbols also play a vital role in sustaining the animist’s 
contact with the spirit world all around him.  Horns, swords, crosses, 
crescent moons, and bodily gestures all convey spiritual power. 

Ceremonial meals are common expressions of the 
community’s ritual practice along with dances, music, and parades.  
Weddings, births, and burials are all highly important events for the 
continuance with blessing of the ancestral spirits.  

Burial rites are especially significant to the animist.  Without 
the proper ceremonies, the departed spirit will not be admitted to the 
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blessed state but be doomed to wander as a haunting evil spirit who 
will trouble the living.  This is why one-year anniversaries to honor 
the deceased are common practices among animistic peoples. 

Beware that you are not ensnared to follow them...and 
that you do not inquire after their gods, saying, “How do these 
nations serve their gods, that I also may do likewise?” 

You shall not worship the Lord your God in that way; for 
every abomination to the Lord which He hates they have done to 
their gods; for they burn even their sons and daughters in the fire 
to their gods [Deut.12:30,31]. 
    We must repent of the concept of incantation: manipulating 
spiritual powers through words.  We must rather submit to the Word 
of the one true Sovereign God.  We must abandon the practice of 
serving gods based on oral tradition where the priest speaks for the 
deity and is the mediator of power and contact with the supernatural 
[Isa.8:19,20]. 

It must not be thought that submission and obedience to the 
hierarchy of elders is to be absolute and unquestioning [I Thess.5:21; 
I Cor.10:15;  Job 32:4-12;  Tit.1:10, 11].  It is error to imagine that 
the true God can be influenced or controlled by ritual activity for 
selfish ends as the spirits are. 

The true and living God [I Cor.8:6] is in an unrivaled 
category by Himself and shares no arrangements with other deities.  
All others must therefore be cast away and He alone worshiped and 
served.   

Tribalism therefore has no basis to be continued since the 
ancestral spirits and gods of the tribe are wicked delusions and 
cannot continue to be served and honored alongside the true and 
living God.  Christians are a single culture as citizens of one kingdom 
and tradition [Phil.3:20] who serve the one true Eternal Spirit, God 
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the Father.  
Jesus Christ is not a deity to be added to those already being 

served; the one who can forgive and carry to heaven while the others 
take care of the “practical” issues of daily living. 
 

Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.  For 
what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness?  And what 
communion has light with darkness? 

And what accord has Christ with Belial?  Or what part has 
a believer with an unbeliever? 

And what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  
For you are the temple of the living God.   As God has said: “I will 
dwell in them and walk among them.  I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people.” 

Therefore, “Come out from among them and be separate, 
says the Lord.  Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you. 

“I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and 
daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”  

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God [2 Cor.6:14 - 7:1].  
 

ANIMISM AND THE CHRISTIAN HOME 
   

Because the animist views all of life as means to his own ends 
by manipulating, controlling, or even deceiving the forces he 
encounters, this has direct bearing on his home, especially his 
women.  The basic animistic orientation towards women is a result 
of his whole outlook on life. To him, women are disposable 
possessions; a means to achieving the man’s end for pleasure, profit, 
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power, and progeny [children].   
The following passages must transform our thinking from 

this animist perspective to that of a genuine Christian home.  
   

THE CHRISTIAN WOMAN/WIFE IS:   
 

[1] to be honored, understood, and not mistreated since she 
is weaker [I Pet.3:7].   

[2] to be loved as one’s own body, not treated as property 
[Eph.5:25,28,31].   

[3] a helper, not an animal used as a sexual object for 
pleasure and to simply provide children [Gen.2:18-20].    

[4] not a slave whose labor  profits the man.  The man is to 
provide for her [I Tim.5:8].  Man is not king [Gen.3:16].  

[5] not to be divorced [Mal.2:16] and barrenness is no cause 
to do so [Lk.1:7;  Gen.11:30;  18:10,11;  I Sam.1:5-8].    

[6] not under the authority of the extended family or clan.  
They have no rights over the wife of their male relation 
[Gen.2:23,24].   

[7] not the one held responsible for the training of the 
children; the man is [Eph.6:4;  Gen.18:19;  Deut.11:18-21;  
Prov.4:1-4;  Ps.78:3-8].     

[8] not to be isolated and separate from the man and all that 
concerns him; no secrets covered up.  All is freely shared [Gen.2:25].  

[9] a fellow heir of the grace of life, not of lesser privilege [I 
Pet.3:7;  Gal.3:28]. 

[10] not to be shared among other wives.  Polygamy does not 
have God’s approval [Gen.2:18-25;  Mt.19:4-6;  Deut.17:17].     
 

If repentance from the animistic view about the wife and 
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home is not actual, it renders our Christianity an empty masquerade, 
because our prayers will be ineffective and hindered [I Pet.3:7]. 
 

ANIMISM AND WEST AFRICAN CHRISTIANITY 
 
There is evidence that the roots of basic animistic thinking 

and practice have not been abandoned in the Christianity of West 
Africa.  When the Orthodox church came with its liturgy, rites, 
priests, ceremonies, cassocks, religious objects, and sacred places, 
essentially they were received within the animistic framework.   

These things were believed to be vehicles of power that were 
effective in and of themselves, rather than merely representative and 
symbolic.   The Bible, as a sacred object, often is used as a talisman, 
pictures of Jesus as a means of grace, and water and crosses as charms 
for protection or blessing.  Extreme forms of these characteristics are 
seen in the so-called White Garment churches. 

Modern Pentecostalism in West Africa stemming from the 
1970's is ever as much flagrantly animistic.  Here the “Man of God” 
has taken the place of the Ifa, the oracle priest who speaks for the 
god.  Thus it is thought that the “pastor” has contact with the “Spirit” 
in a way that the uninitiated do not, and must never, therefore, be 
questioned.   

Power is transferred by his touch through the laying on of his 
hands.  Objects such as water, oil, and handkerchiefs that he has 
“blessed” are believed to transfer the “anointing.” 

The “Positive Confession” doctrine is nothing more than 
the foundational assumption of all ATR: The spoken word has 
power to effect reality if the correct method is used.  Shouting, “Back 
to sender,” is a popular formula [incantation] used by “deliverance” 
ministers to transfer spirits, curses, or problems to a sacrificial victim, 
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in this case, to the person who is the “source” of the spiritual 
affliction.    

All of these things are animistic to the core and must be 
repented of if our religion will be Christian indeed and be 
conformed to the Pattern of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

When you enter the land which the Lord your God gives 
you, you shall not learn to imitate the detestable things of those 
nations.  

There shall not be found among you anyone who makes 
his son or his daughter pass through the fire, one who uses 
divination, one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets 
omens, or a sorcerer,  

or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one 
who calls up the dead. 

For whoever does these things is an abomination to the 
Lord; and because of these abominable things the Lord your God 
will drive them out before you. 

You shall be blameless before the Lord your God.  
For these nations, which you shall dispossess, listen to 

those who practice witchcraft and to diviners, but as for you, the 
Lord your God has not allowed you to do so [Deut.18:9-14]. 
 

Perhaps the most critical issue facing the church of West 
Africa is that of the influence of ATR upon its beliefs and practices. 
Specifically, two major concerns must be responded to biblically, 
both in teaching and in practice.  The issues are these:  

 
[1] What is a Christian home?  
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[2] What is Christian burial? 
 

Because these have not been thoroughly addressed by the 
West African church itself, there has been no distinctive Christian 
culture emerge in the more than one hundred and fifty years that the 
gospel has come to this part of the world.  In these two areas in 
particular, little difference can be seen between the Muslim, Animist, 
and Christian in their basic assumptions about and daily treatment 
of wife and children, or with respect to the dead and the burial 
ceremonies attending that event. 

These are questions that must be answered by the African, 
not by the Western missionary.   

From the Word of God and led by the Holy Spirit, 
determination must be made of what is truly Christian and what is 
simply ATR masquerading in a new religious dress. 

Persecution surely will come, but that truth, once discerned, 
will set us free.   
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